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Description and Purpose 
Storm drain inlet protection consists of a sediment filter or an 
impounding area around or upstream of a storm drain, drop 
inlet, or curb inlet.  Storm drain inlet protection measures 
temporarily pond runoff before it enters the storm drain, 
allowing sediment to settle.  Some filter configurations also 
remove sediment by filtering, but usually the ponding action 
results in the greatest sediment reduction. 

Suitable Applications 
Every storm drain inlet receiving sediment-laden runoff should 
be protected. 

Limitations 
 Drainage area should not exceed 1 acre. 

 Straw bales, while potentially effective, have not produced 
in practice satisfactory results, primarily due to improper 
installation. 

 Requires an adequate area for water to pond without 
encroaching into portions of the roadway subject to traffic. 

 Inlet protection usually requires other methods of 
temporary protection to prevent sediment-laden 
stormwater and non-stormwater discharges from entering the 
storm drain system. 

 Sediment removal may be difficult in high flow conditions or if 
runoff is heavily sediment laden.  If high flow conditions are 
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expected, use other onsite sediment trapping techniques in conjunction with inlet 
protection. 

 Frequent maintenance is required. 

 For drainage areas larger than 1 acre, runoff should be routed to a sediment-trapping device 
designed for larger flows.  See BMPs SE-2, Sediment Basin, and SE-3, Sediment Traps. 

 Excavated drop inlet sediment traps are appropriate where relatively heavy flows are 
expected, and overflow capability is needed. 

Implementation 
General 
Large amounts of sediment may enter the storm drain system when storm drains are installed 
before the upslope drainage area is stabilized, or where construction is adjacent to an existing 
storm drain.  In cases of extreme sediment loading, the storm drain itself may clog and lose a 
major portion of its capacity.  To avoid these problems, it is necessary to prevent sediment from 
entering the system at the inlets. 

Inlet control measures presented in this handbook should not be used for inlets draining more 
than one acre.  Runoff from larger disturbed areas should be first routed through SE-2, 
Sediment Basin or SE-3, Sediment Trap.  Different types of inlet protection are appropriate for 
different applications depending on site conditions and the type of inlet.  Inlet protection 
methods not presented in this handbook should be approved by the local stormwater 
management agency. 

Design and Layout 
Identify existing and planned storm drain inlets that have the potential to receive sediment-
laden surface runoff.  Determine if storm drain inlet protection is needed and which method to 
use. 

 Limit upstream drainage area to 1 acre maximum.  For larger drainage areas, use SE-2, 
Sediment Basin, or SE-3, Sediment Trap, upstream of the inlet protection device. 

 The key to successful and safe use of storm drain inlet protection devices is to know where 
runoff will pond or be diverted. 

- Determine the acceptable location and extent of ponding in the vicinity of the drain inlet.  
The acceptable location and extent of ponding will influence the type and design of the 
storm drain inlet protection device. 

- Determine the extent of potential runoff diversion caused by the storm drain inlet 
protection device.  Runoff ponded by inlet protection devices may flow around the device 
and towards the next downstream inlet.  In some cases, this is acceptable; in other cases, 
serious erosion or downstream property damage can be caused by these diversions.  The 
possibility of runoff diversions will influence whether or not storm drain inlet protection 
is suitable; and, if suitable, the type and design of the device. 

 The location and extent of ponding, and the extent of diversion, can usually be controlled 
through appropriate placement of the inlet protection device.  In some cases, moving the 
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inlet protection device a short distance upstream of the actual inlet can provide more 
efficient sediment control, limit ponding to desired areas, and prevent or control diversions. 

 Four types of inlet protection are presented below.  However, it is recognized that other 
effective methods and proprietary devices exist and may be selected. 

- Filter Fabric Fence:  Appropriate for drainage basins with less than a 5% slope, sheet 
flows, and flows under 0.5 cfs. 

- Excavated Drop Inlet Sediment Trap:  An excavated area around the inlet to trap 
sediment (SE-3). 

- Gravel bag barrier:  Used to create a small sediment trap upstream of inlets on sloped, 
paved streets.  Appropriate for sheet flow or when concentrated flow may exceed 0.5 cfs, 
and where overtopping is required to prevent flooding. 

- Block and Gravel Filter:  Appropriate for flows greater than 0.5 cfs. 

 Select the appropriate type of inlet protection and design as referred to or as described in 
this fact sheet. 

 Provide area around the inlet for water to pond without flooding structures and property. 

 Grates and spaces around all inlets should be sealed to prevent seepage of sediment-laden 
water. 

 Excavate sediment sumps (where needed) 1 to 2 ft with 2:1 side slopes around the inlet. 

Installation 
 DI Protection Type 1 - Filter Fabric Fence - The filter fabric fence (Type 1) protection 

is shown in the attached figure.  Similar to constructing a silt fence; see BMP SE-1, Silt 
Fence.  Do not place filter fabric underneath the inlet grate since the collected sediment may 
fall into the drain inlet when the fabric is removed or replaced. 

1. Excavate a trench approximately 6 in. wide and 6 in. deep along the line of the silt fence 
inlet protection device. 

2. Place 2 in. by 2 in. wooden stakes around the perimeter of the inlet a maximum of 3 ft 
apart and drive them at least 18 in. into the ground or 12 in. below the bottom of the 
trench.  The stakes must be at least 48 in. 

3. Lay fabric along bottom of trench, up side of trench, and then up stakes.  See SE-1, Silt 
Fence, for details.  The maximum silt fence height around the inlet is 24 in. 

4. Staple the filter fabric (for materials and specifications, see SE-1, Silt Fence) to wooden 
stakes.  Use heavy-duty wire staples at least 1 in. in length. 

5. Backfill the trench with gravel or compacted earth all the way around. 

 DI Protection Type 2 - Excavated Drop Inlet Sediment Trap - The excavated drop 
inlet sediment trap (Type 2) is shown in the attached figures.  Install filter fabric fence in 
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accordance with DI Protection Type 1.  Size excavated trap to provide a minimum storage 
capacity calculated at the rate 67 yd3/acre of drainage area. 

 DI Protection Type 3 - Gravel bag - The gravel bag barrier (Type 3) is shown in the 
figures.  Flow from a severe storm should not overtop the curb.  In areas of high clay and 
silts, use filter fabric and gravel as additional filter media.  Construct gravel bags in 
accordance with SE-6, Gravel Bag Berm.  Gravel bags should be used due to their high 
permeability. 

1. Use sand bag made of geotextile fabric (not burlap) and fill with 0.75 in. rock or 0.25 in. 
pea gravel. 

2. Construct on gently sloping street. 

3. Leave room upstream of barrier for water to pond and sediment to settle. 

4. Place several layers of sand bags – overlapping the bags and packing them tightly 
together. 

5. Leave gap of one bag on the top row to serve as a spillway.  Flow from a severe storm 
(e.g., 10 year storm) should not overtop the curb. 

 DI Protection Type 4 – Block and Gravel Filter - The block and gravel filter (Type 4) 
is shown in the figures.  Block and gravel filters are suitable for curb inlets commonly used in 
residential, commercial, and industrial construction. 

1. Place hardware cloth or comparable wire mesh with 0.5 in. openings over the drop inlet 
so that the wire extends a minimum of 1 ft beyond each side of the inlet structure.  If 
more than one strip is necessary, overlap the strips.  Place filter fabric over the wire 
mesh. 

2. Place concrete blocks lengthwise on their sides in a single row around the perimeter of 
the inlet, so that the open ends face outward, not upward.  The ends of adjacent blocks 
should abut.  The height of the barrier can be varied, depending on design needs, by 
stacking combinations of blocks that are 4 in., 8 in., and 12 in. wide.  The row of blocks 
should be at least 12 in. but no greater than 24 in. high. 

3. Place wire mesh over the outside vertical face (open end) of the concrete blocks to 
prevent stone from being washed through the blocks.  Use hardware cloth or comparable 
wire mesh with 0.5 in. opening. 

4. Pile washed stone against the wire mesh to the top of the blocks.  Use 0.75 to 3 in. 

Costs 
 Average annual cost for installation and maintenance (one year useful life) is $200 per inlet. 

Inspection and Maintenance 
 Inspect BMPs prior to forecast rain, daily during extended rain events, after rain events, 

weekly during the rainy season, and at two-week intervals during the non-rainy season. 



Storm Drain Inlet Protection SE-10 

January 2003 California Stormwater BMP Handbook 5 of 9 
 Construction 
 www.cabmphandbooks.com 

 Filter Fabric Fences.  If the fabric becomes clogged, torn, or degrades, it should be replaced.  
Make sure the stakes are securely driven in the ground and are in good shape (i.e., not bent, 
cracked, or splintered, and are reasonably perpendicular to the ground).  Replace damaged 
stakes. 

 Gravel Filters.  If the gravel becomes clogged with sediment, it must be carefully removed 
from the inlet and either cleaned or replaced.  Since cleaning gravel at a construction site 
may be difficult, consider using the sediment-laden stone as fill material and put fresh stone 
around the inlet.  Inspect bags for holes, gashes, and snags, and replace bags as needed.  
Check gravel bags for proper arrangement and displacement. 

 Sediment that accumulates in the BMP must be periodically removed in order to maintain 
BMP effectiveness.  Sediment should be removed when the sediment accumulation reaches 
one-third of the barrier height.  Sediment removed during maintenance may be incorporated 
into earthwork on the site ore disposed at an appropriate location. 

 Remove storm drain inlet protection once the drainage area is stabilized. 

- Clean and regrade area around the inlet and clean the inside of the storm drain inlet as it 
must be free of sediment and debris at the time of final inspection. 

References 
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